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CAMERA FUNCTION INFO screen

Screen check
Do you check your camera before taking it out for the day? If not, you 
might be shooting with settings from the previous session. This is fine if you 
photograph the same type of subject in similar conditions, but not if you don’t.

17

1

1  Shooting mode 
EOS cameras offer a range of shooting modes, usually set by 
rotating a dial on the top of the camera. ‘P’ is for program. 
Here, the camera sets both the shutter speed and the aperture 
automatically. Some photographers say that this turns your EOS 
into a point-and-shoot camera, which is sort of true. However, 
it is a good shooting mode to set if you have no particular 
subject in mind. It means that if you suddenly see something 
you would like to photograph you can lift the camera to your 
eye and shoot. After this, if the subject is still there, you can 
spend time selecting more suitable settings before taking 
additional pictures.
 If you know what you are going to photograph, a different 
shooting mode might be better. Tv (shutter-priority) is good for 
action and wildlife photography. Here, you select the shutter 
speed and leave the camera to set the aperture. Av (aperture-
priority) is useful for landscape photography. Here, it is the 
aperture you set, leaving the camera to select a shutter speed. 
Use a wide aperture, such as f4, for a narrow depth-of-field. 
Use a small aperture, such as f16, to give a depth-of-field 
extending from the foreground to infinity (depending on the 
lens focal length and the focus distance).
 Some photographers do not like relinquishing control of the 
shutter speed and aperture to the camera and choose the M 
(manual) shooting mode. Here, you need to set both the shutter 
speed and aperture – and you need to choose a combination 
which will give good exposure.

2  Shutter speed and aperture 
What you see here will depend on the shooting mode selected. 
With program (P) mode, this area will be blank until you apply 
partial pressure to the shutter button. Then the camera will 

A good place to check the main settings of 
your camera is on the INFO screen (right). This 
might be the first screen to appear when you 
switch the camera on. If not, press the INFO 
button on the back of the camera two or three 
times until you see it. The screen shown here is 
from the EOS 70D.
 INFO screens on other cameras will 
generally have similar information, even 
though the layout might be different.
 Not all EOS cameras have the INFO screen 
(called the Quick Control Screen on some 
models) – we think it first appeared on the EOS 
450, introduced in 2008. And on the EOS 5D 
Mark II, the screen appears when you press the 
multi-controller button straight down.
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show both the shutter speed and aperture selected by the 
camera. Manual (M) mode will show the shutter speed and 
aperture you have selected. Shutter-priority (Tv) will show the 
shutter speed you have selected. Aperture-priority (Av) will 
show the aperture you have selected.

3  ISO value 
Recent EOS cameras offer an ISO AUTO setting which works 
with the shutter speed and aperture values to give good 
exposure. Alternatively, you can select your own ISO value 
(as here). ISO 400 is a good value for shooting in daylight. It 
allows for a faster shutter speed or smaller lens aperture while 
introducing little, if any, noise into the image.

4  Exposure compensation 
Do you ever set exposure compensation? If so, be aware that 
the value will remain after you switch the camera off and then 
on again. It is good practice to reset the compensation to ‘0’ 
immediately after use. Checking this screen after you turn the 
camera on will remind you if this has been done. This scale also 
shows exposure bracketing, but these values are automatically 
cancelled when the camera is turned off.

5  Wi-Fi 
If your camera offers Wi-Fi connection, this icon will tell you if 
it is on or off. In our experience, switching the camera off loses 
the connection, so the icon will usually show ‘OFF’ when you 
turn the camera on. 

6  Picture Style 
Picture Style is a function which allows you to set the 
sharpness, contrast, colour saturation and colour tone of an 
image. Do you want a punchy, bright image or one with softer, 
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more natural colours? Auto Picture Style (shown here) works 
well for most subjects. It adjusts the colour tone to suit the 
scene. Colours will generally be vivid, especially for blue skies, 
greenery, outdoor scenes and sunsets. 
 Other Picture Styles are Standard (giving similar results to 
Auto), Portrait (for good skin tones and a slightly softer image), 
Landscape (for vivid blues and greens), Neutral and Faithful 
(both giving subdued images suitable for post-processing), and 
Monochrome (for black-and-white images). If you are shooting 
RAW images, you can choose the Picture Style when processing 
the image with Canon’s Digital Photo Professional (DPP) 
software.

7  White balance
Light is rarely white. You can set your EOS to a range of options 
– daylight, shade, cloudy, tungsten, fluorescent or custom – to 
match the camera to the conditions. Or you can set Auto White 
Balance (AWB) and let the camera determine the colour of 
the light. AWB is surprisingly good and is only misled if there 
is a large area of a single colour in the scene. AWB also has 
the advantage of handling sudden changes of light – moving 
from indoors into daylight, for example – without you having 
to remember to change the setting. If you are shooting RAW 
images, you can change the white balance when processing the 
image with Digital Photo Professional (DPP) software. 

8  White balance correction
White balance correction is the digital equivalent of using 
colour temperature conversion filters or colour compensating 
filters in front of the lens. It is an advanced technique and the 
icon will only appear if the settings are not at zero.

9  Auto Lighting Optimizer
You can often improve the brightness and contrast of images 
using the Auto Lighting Optimizer. This has four settings – Off, 
Low, Standard and High. The difference made to the image is 
often small and it can increase noise, so some photographers 
prefer to switch it off.

10  Custom Controls 
On some EOS cameras you can reassign some of the buttons or 
dials to suit your personal preferences. For example, in manual 
mode you can assign the Main Dial to set the shutter speed or 
the aperture. If a button or dial is not performing the action 
you expect, this is the first place to look.

11  Autofocus operation 
There are three different autofocus (AF) settings, but only two 
modes. In One-shot AF, the camera focuses the lens when you 
apply partial pressure to the shutter button and then locks the 
focus. You will only be able to take a picture if the subject is in 
focus. AI Servo AF does away with the focus lock. It continually 
re-focuses each time the camera-to-subject distance changes. 
This makes it ideal for photographing moving subjects – you 
can keep partial pressure on the shutter button as you follow 
the subject with the camera. The third setting, AI Focus AF, 
switches from One-shot AF to AI Servo when the camera senses 
subject movement. We rarely use this setting – the subject has 
to be moving quite fast for the change to take place.

12  Focus point selection 
Your EOS camera has a number of focus points placed around 
the frame. On the EOS 70D you have the choice of Single-point 
AF (manually selecting a single point for focusing), Zone AF (the 
19 AF points are divided into five zones and you manually select 
one of these), and Auto selection (all the AF points are active 
and the camera selects an area on the subject closest to the 
camera for focusing). We mostly use the single central AF point 
for focusing, but you might prefer a different option.

13  Drive mode 
A range of drive modes are available, depending on the camera. 
Single shooting is good for most static subjects – one exposure 
is made each time you press the shutter button. For moving 
subjects, especially birds in flight and other wildlife, many 
photographers prefer continuous shooting, making several 
exposures each time the shutter button is pressed and held 
down. You can also select a 2 or 10 second self-timer with or 
without remote control operation (using the RC-6 transmitter).

14  Metering mode 
Most EOS cameras offer four metering modes. We find that 
evaluative metering works well with most subjects. Centre-
weighted average metering is similar, though in our view 
not quite as good for general subjects, though excellent for 
landscapes. Partial and spot metering take the reading from 
just a small area of the scene and need a certain amount of skill 
and experience for accurate exposure.

15  Image quality 
Some photographers only ever shoot RAW files, on the basis 
that they want to capture as much data as possible before 
sitting at a computer and processing the image. Others only 
ever shoot JPEG, usually the Large/Fine size (shown here). At EOS 
magazine we choose RAW or JPEG, depending on the subject 
and how we intend to use the images. Often we will hedge our 
bets by shooting RAW+JPEG , then decide which to use later. 
If you often change the image quality selection, make sure you 
select the one you want when you switch the camera on.

16  Battery level 
If you start shooting with a partially-charged battery (as shown 
here), it is a good idea to carry a spare fully-charged battery.

17  Media card 
The bracketed number in the bottom right corner of the 
screen tells you how many exposures you can take before the 
media card is full. This number will vary with the image quality 
setting selected (RAW files take up more space, leading to 
fewer exposures on the card). If there is no number, you have 
forgotten to insert a media card. The highest number that can 
be displayed is 999. If you see this number when using a high-
capacity card you will probably be able to capture more than 
999 exposures. The number will only start to count down once 
fewer than 999 exposures can be captured. 
 The number to the left of the brackets shows the number of 
frames which can be captured in a single continuous shooting 
burst. It only appears when you apply partial pressure to the 
shutter button. 
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